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you that he was the real master of England, and,
even though upon a strict examination of con-
science he would have had to admit it, he still
regarded himself a minister and servant And
she herself, Elizabeth, was of course filled
with the idea of her office to the end, that ideal
of monarchy which men still held. Yet it was
under her that the monarchy of England began
to fall to pieces so rapidly that within half a
lifetime after her death the rich taxpayers not
only rose in rebellion successfully against the
Crown but put their Monarch, her second
successor, to death*
With that event, the beheading of Charles I,
the old English monarchy came to an end, and
it remained nothing but a simulacrum of itself.
Government had passed to the gentry and to their
two great committees, the House of Lords and
the House of Commons.
Some day I suppose a true life of Elizabeth
will be written in the English language, but,
as I have said, we have not had it yet. There
is here a great opportunity for the younger
historians, and one of them I think will take it*